International Academic Multidisciplinary Research Conference Vienna 2024

Student Participation in Public Mind Activities

Jiraporn Harmwon' and Siriman Wattana®
1. 2Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences, Suan Sunandha Rajabhat University, Bangkok, Thailand

Email: jiraporn.ha@ssru.ac.th?, siriman.wa@ssru.ac.th?

Abstract

The research on student participation in public mind activities: a case study of the Faculty of
Humanities and Social Sciences (FHS), Suan Sunandha Rajabhat University (SSRU) aimed to
study the level of student participation in public mind activities at FHS, SSRU, as well as to
examine the issues surrounding student participation in these activities. The sample group for
this study consisted of 280 students from FHS, SSRU. Data were collected using a
questionnaire, and the statistical methods for data analysis included percentage (%), mean (x),
and standard deviation (S.D.). The findings revealed that the majority of students were female
(221, 78.90%) and male (59, 21.1%). The most common majors were Social Management
Development (46 students, 16.4%), Geography and Geo-informatics (45 students, 16.1%),
and Chinese (44 students, 15.7%). In terms of year of study, the largest group was fourth-year
students (89, 31.8%), followed by freshmen (75, 26.8%) and second-year students (60,
21.4%). Overall, student participation in public mind activities at FHS, SSRU was at a high
level. When considering each item, the highest average scores were found in activities related
to observation (x = 3.79, S.D. = 0.910), operation (x = 3.78, S.D. = 0.889), and decision-
making (x = 3.77, S.D. = 0.969), in that order.
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1. Introduction

Suan Sunandha Rajabhat University has established key missions, including: providing
quality graduates, offering academic services and technological instruction to the community
and society, preserving and developing as a cultural learning center, and promoting Thainess,
research, innovation, and knowledge. To achieve these goals, the Faculty of Humanities and
Social Sciences focuses on organizing activities and projects for student development to
enhance both their competencies and outstanding qualities. These characteristics align with
the university’s vision of producing graduates who embody the values of being a Practitioner,
Academician, Communicator, Thinker, and Public Mind, preparing them to meet the social
demands of the 21st century and the digital technology era.

As a result, the researcher aims to investigate student participation in public mind activities at
the Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences, Suan Sunandha Rajabhat University. This
study will explore how such activities foster the development of well-rounded graduates who
are committed to public benefit and able to apply their knowledge effectively for the
betterment of society and the nation. The research will also identify factors affecting student
participation and provide insights for designing activities that promote engagement, address
students' needs, and enhance the Faculty’s efforts to improve and respond to societal
demands.
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1.1 Research Objective

1. To examine the level of student participation in public mind activities at the Faculty of
Humanities and Social Sciences, Suan Sunandha Rajabhat University.

2. To investigate the factors influencing student participation in public mind activities at the
Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences, Suan Sunandha Rajabhat University.

2. Methodology
Population and Sample Group

The population for the study on student participation in public mind activities at the Faculty
of Humanities and Social Sciences, Suan Sunandha Rajabhat University, consisted of the
students of the Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences.

The sample group for the study, selected through purposive sampling, included 280 students
from the Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences.

Research Method

The study on student participation in public mind activities at the Faculty of Humanities and
Social Sciences, Suan Sunandha Rajabhat University, was a quantitative research. Data were
collected using a questionnaire consisting of three parts:

Part 1 — General information: gender, program, and year of study.

Part 2 — Level of student participation in public mind activities at the Faculty of Humanities
and Social Sciences, using a 5-point Likert scale, with the following ratings:

5 — Highest level of participation

4 — High level of participation

3 — Moderate level of participation

2 — Low level of participation

1 — Lowest level of participation

Part 3 — Suggestions.

Location
The data was collected at Suan Sunandha Rajabhat University.

Duration
The data collection period was from October 2023 to August 2024.

Data Analysis

The statistical methods for data analysis included percentage (%), mean (X), and standard
deviation (S.D.), using the following Best Criteria:

4.21 —5.00: Highest level
3.41 — 4.20: High level
2.61 — 3.40: Moderate level
1.81 —2.60: Low level

1.00 — 1.80: Lowest level
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3. Results

The findings from the study on student participation in public mind activities: A case study of
the Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences, Suan Sunandha Rajabhat University, are as
follows:

Table 1: Level of student participation in public mind activities: case of the Faculty of
Humanities and Social Sciences, Suan Sunandha Rajabhat University

Student participation in public mind activities: Level of student participation
case of the Faculty of Humanities and Social

Sciences, Suan Sunandha Rajabhat University Mean | Standard Result

& Deviation
(S.D))
Student Participation

e Serving as a leader in public mind activities. 361 0933 high level

. Copt_rl_butmg to the planning of public mind 361 1.010 high level
activities.

o Participating in the design of activity formats, :
locations, objectives, duration, budgets, and 3.67 0.935 high level
guidelines.

. Inv'olvement in planning participants and task 367 0.984 high level
assignments.

e Assisting in providing facilities and resources. 372 0.966 high level

. En'ga'g'lng effectively in the execution of 378 0.889 high level
activities.

e Taking part in monitoring and observation 379 0910 high level
processes.

. Partl_C|pat|ng in decision-making and problem- 377 0.969 high level
solving.

. Contrlb_utlng to activity inspection and 375 0.933 high level
evaluation.

e Proposing plans for improvement. 368 0.953 high level

Opinions on Issues Affecting Student Participation
o Conflicts between activity schedules and their 3.62 0.965 high level
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personal timetables.

e Incompatibility with their part-time job

; 3.52 1.110 high level
commitments.

o Peer influence on their decisions to participate. 366 0.893 high level

o Limited attraction, variety, and diversity in 3.86 0.887 high level

activity formats.

4. Discussion

The overall level of student participation in public mind activities at the Faculty of
Humanities and Social Sciences, Suan Sunandha Rajabhat University was rated as high.
When examining specific activities, the highest-rated areas were observation (x = 3.79, S.D.
0.910), followed by operation (x = 3.78, S.D. = 0.889) and decision-making (x = 3.77, S.D.
0.969), respectively.

These findings align with the research conducted by Kontorn Chamniprasart (1999), which
examined student participation in activities at Suranaree University of Technology. That study
revealed that students derived high levels of benefits from participating in university
activities, such as recreation, experiential learning, social engagement, and personal and social
development. Additionally, the findings correspond to the research by Buaroi & Wongleedee
(2024) on the satisfaction levels of students taking the SSRU-TEPRATSAMIMAI English
test. Their study highlighted that the use of social media platforms, particularly the LINE
application, significantly enhanced student satisfaction by enabling quick and effective
communication and fostering collaboration among student groups.

5. Conclusion

The findings revealed that the majority of students were female (221 students, 78.90%), with
male students accounting for 59 individuals (21.10%). The top three academic programs
represented were Social Management Development (46 students, 16.40%), Geography and
Geo-informatics (45 students, 16.10%), and Chinese (44 students, 15.70%), respectively. In
terms of academic year distribution, fourth-year students comprised the largest group (89
students, 31.80%), followed by freshmen (75 students, 26.80%) and second-year students (60
students, 21.40%).

Overall, student participation in public mind activities at the Faculty of Humanities and Social
Sciences, Suan Sunandha Rajabhat University, was rated at a high level. Among specific
activities, the highest-rated were observation (x = 3.79, S.D. = 0.910), followed by operation
(x =3.78, S.D. = 0.889) and decision-making (x = 3.77, S.D. = 0.969), respectively.

Acknowledgment

We would like to express our sincere gratitude to the reviewers for their insightful comments
and suggestions, which greatly contributed to the improvement of our study. Additionally, we

© Copyright by Author(s)| ICBTS 2024 Vienna 131




International Academic Multidisciplinary Research Conference Vienna 2024

extend our heartfelt appreciation to the Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences and Suan
Sunandha Rajabhat University for their unwavering support throughout the course of this
research.

References

Aimorn Tassanasorn. (1998). Students’ Activities and Their Involvement at Suranaree
University of Technology for the Academic Year 1998. Institutional Research Report,
Department of Geotechnology, School of Engineering, Suranaree University of Technology.

Buaroi, R., & Wongleedee, K. (2024, May). Level of Satisfaction of Students Who Are Taking
the English Test, SSRU-TEP. Proceedings of the International Academic Multidisciplinary
Research Conference in Hong Kong 2024 (pp. 118-121).

Kontorn Chamniprasart. (1999). Students' Activities and Their Involvement at Suranaree
University of Technology for the Academic Year 1999. Institutional Research Report,
Department of Mechanical Engineering, School of Engineering, Suranaree University of
Technology.

Passawan Ongart. (2011). Socialization Related to Public Consciousness of Students of Dusit
Thani College. Bangkok: Ramkhamhaeng University.

Riem Nomrak. (2009). Analysis of the Components of Public Consciousness in the Student
Organization of Ramkhamhaeng University. Master's Thesis, Ramkhamhaeng University.

Sukhon Chaijaroen & Thawat Ladloy. (2006). A Study and Comparison of Student
Participation in Activities at the Faculty of Agriculture, Bang Phra Campus. Kasetsart
University.

Visakha Tiemlom. (2008). Motivation for Participating in Activities and Student
Participation at Suan Dusit Rajabhat University. Suan Dusit Rajabhat University.

Witthayapatthanot Seehaa. (2008). Factors Related to Public Consciousness of
Undergraduate Students at Maha Sarakham University. Master's Thesis, Graduate School,
Maha Sarakham University. Journal of Suvarnabhumi Institute of Technology, 8(2), July—
December 2022.

Woranut Thamthongthawil et al. (2009). Student Participation in Activities at Rajapruek
College.

© Copyright by Author(s)| ICBTS 2024 Vienna 132



