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Abstract

This paper aims to develop a conceptual framework to identify the key factors affecting
innovation in primary school education in China. The study integrates findings from an

extensive literature review and simulated expert interviews to extract relevant research
variables. The traditional exam-oriented education system in China faces challenges in fostering

creativity. This research identifies four primary independent variables Policy Environment,
Teacher Role, Student Performance, and Family Factors. The proposed framework serves as a

theoretical foundation for understanding how these factors collectively influence educational
innovation.

Keywords: Educational Innovation, Policy Environment, Teacher Role, Primary School
Education, China

1. Introduction

Innovation has become a central pillar for national strength and social progress, acting as a
primary engine for scientific, economic, and medical advancements. In the educational sector,

innovation is no longer an optional enhancement but a fundamental necessity to cultivate the
creativity, critical thinking, and problem-solving skills required to thrive in the complex

landscape of the 21st century (Su, 2022). Primary education, as the first formal stage of
schooling, plays a vital role in shaping a student s long- term learning trajectory and
psychological patterns. It serves as the foundation where curiosity is either nurtured or stifled.

However, the current landscape of primary education in China is characterized by two
significant challenges: a lack of inherent innovation and an over-reliance on exam-oriented

teaching (Wang, 2016). Despite national efforts to promote Quality Education,” many schools
remain tethered to traditional models that prioritize rote memorization and high standardized
test scores often driven by the long-term pressure of the Gaokao system. This traditional
paradigm focuses on mechanical knowledge transmission, turning students into passive
recipients rather than active creators. To address this, a comprehensive framework is needed to
understand the variables that facilitate the shift toward an innovative environment, ensuring
that primary education adapts to the changes of the era and cultivates future-ready talents.
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2. Literature Review and Variable Extraction

The extraction of variables for this framework was achieved through a dual approach: a

systematic synthesis of scholarly works and simulated qualitative interviews with stakeholders,
including teachers and parents in Nanning City, Guangxi Province.

2.1 Policy Environment (PE)

The policy environment encompasses the regulations, guidelines, and strategic directions
set by government agencies to achieve national educational goals. According to Fu et al. 2016),

educational policies are direct reflections of national strategies within the classroom, providing
the structural backbone for any reform. In China, the transition from ~Quality Education to

"Innovative Education- involves deep-seated institutional shifts. While national policies provide
the mandate, the degree of institutional autonomy at the school level remains a critical factor.

Through simulated inquiries, it was identified that effective innovation occurs when policy
supports local school autonomy, allowing educators to reduce restrictive norms and experiment
with new pedagogical technologies.

2.2 Teacher Role (TR)

Teachers are the primary conduits of educational change and the most significant facilitators
of student growth. Serdyukov (2017) defines innovation in education as the successful

introduction of new methods or practices that revolutionize existing processes to improve
outcomes. For this to occur, teachers must transition from being mere knowledge disseminators

to becoming facilitators, role models, and researchers of new knowledge. Literature suggests

that a teacher's openness to new methods and their professional dedication are key drivers of
innovation (Darling-Hammond, 2006). Furthermore, as inspirers, teachers have the power to

spark curiosity and nurture critical thinking, provided they have the professional space to move
beyond traditional -indoctrination" methods (Hattie & Yates, 2014).

2.3 Student Performance (SP)

Students are the central subjects and the main beneficiaries of any innovative educational
practice. Du (2012) argues that "studying students' must become a priority for educators, as

understanding student needs and internal motivations is the basis for effective teaching. In an

innovative framework, student performance is not measured solely by traditional academic
results but by learning attitudes, self- assessment abilities, and problem- solving skills.

Independent thinking serves as the internal engine for innovation at the primary level. When
students are actively engaged in inquiry-based learning, their subjective status is elevated,
leading to a more sustainable and profound educational impact.

2.4 Family Factors (FF)

The home environment provides an irreplaceable enlightenment effect on a child's
development, often serving as the -first classroom. Xu (2021) emphasizes that parents are a

child's first teachers, and the words, deeds, and home atmosphere they provide have a profound
impact on a child's life. Preliminary simulations of parent interviews revealed a critical tension:

while parents are generally supportive of innovation, excessive expectations regarding
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standardized scores often create a heavy burden that stifles natural curiosity. Therefore, parental

support for creative homeschooling and the quality of the family learning environment are
essential independent variables that can either catalyze or hinder the success of school-based

innovation.
3. Methodology Framework Development
The methodology for this paper focuses on the Conceptualization Stage.
3.1 Variable Identification through Simulation Variables were extracted by combining:
1. Literature Analysis Identifying recurring themes in Chinese educational research.

2. Simulated Interviews To refine the variables, a simulation of interviews with
teachers and parents in Nanning City was conducted. The qualitative insights suggested that

while “Policy" provides the mandate, "Family Factors- often act as either a catalyst or a barrier
to innovation.

3.2 Operational Definitions Innovation in this study is defined as the act of integrating
resources to implement new beneficial technologies and ideas in the classroom.

4.Proposed Conceptual Framework

Independent variables Dependent variables:
Policy:
EnVIronment.
Teacher Role \\@
T —

Innovation of

H3: Primary Education«
S
Student: e
Performance* II
Family
Factors¢

Based on the synthesis above, the following framework is proposed:
e H1: Policy environment positively influences innovation.

e H2: Teacher role positively influences innovation.

o Ha3: Student performance positively influences innovation.

e H4: Family factors positively influence innovation.
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5.Conclusion

This paper establishes that educational innovation in China is a multi-dimensional construct.

By extracting variables through a mix of literature and qualitative simulation, it is clear that
»Innovation- is not solely a school-based outcome but is deeply embedded in the policy

landscape and the family unit. This framework provides a roadmap for future quantitative

testing to determine which factors hold the most weight in the Chinese primary education
context.
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